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PRETENDER 


Tuurn d into the 


F E A R S 


EBAUCRERx. 


5 T will be acknowledged to the 
4 . Glory of his preſent Maety King 


ap George, that he has e 

delivertd theſe Kingdoms Frm cb. 
Fears and rs of the Pretender: The 
Enquiries after him in the Publick Accounts, 
tO 


EY 
to ſee whether he be removed from Lor- 


rain, or whither elſe he is gone, are ceas d; 
it ĩs all alike to us, let him be there, or any 


where elſe, as he thinks fit; he begins to 
be a forgotten Perſon among us, and we 


think it very little worth our while, to en- 
quire, or to ſay any thing about him. 


This Bleſſing we enjoy, by the late 
happy Turn of Affairs; and we can- 
not be thankful enough to Heaven, and 
to his Majeſty, on this Account : I ſhall 
therefore be careful in the Remarks I am 
now to make, not totouch onany ofthe little 
Exceſſes Men may have ran into, oc- 
caſion'd by the extraordinary Joy for the 
happy Turn, Providence has given to the 
Publick Affairs: Poſſibly in all National 
Rejoycing of ſuch kinds, there are little 
Excurſions which People are apt to fly out 
into: And to cenſure them as a Teſt of the 
Publick vitious 'Tempers of the People, 
would not be ill-natur'd only, but would 


look like an Attempt to Reproach the Oc- 


caſion of the Rejoicing itſelt, which is far 
from the Imagination of the Writer of theſe 


Sheets. n 


God forbid, the People of Great-Britain 
ſhould be ſo ſtupidly inſenſible of what'they 
now enjoy by the happy Eftabliſhing the 
Proteſtant Race in their juſt FORE 
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the Crown, as not to diſcover their Joy 
and Satisfaction by, all the Teſtimonies 


which can Lawfully be given of it: And if, 
as above, they have made any; Excutſions 
in their firſt Tranſports, (for the Turn be- 
ing ſudden, was ſurprizing to the whole 
Britiſh Empire;) if, I ſay, they did any, or 


many Things which the Cenſure I am now 


to make, might reach, I ſhall bury them, 
_ Allowance I make for the Exceſs of 
Joy they were in upon that Occaſion. 


— TY 0 Ed | 1 10 © 
7 But if the Humour continues, after the 


Occaſion ceaſes, and I find a general Cala- 
mity of Vice and Debauchery breaking in 
like a Flood upon us, however the begin- 
ning 15 to he extenuated, the Continuance 
is not to be Encourag'd upon that Account: 
This. would be to, make the Coming of 
King Geo e, which we hope and believe 
is a merciful Tranſaction of Heaven for 


| our... National Good, be turn d. into the 


greateſt Plague and judgment upon us, that 
ever hefelthe, Kingdom. 


oath bing HOG 211 - | 14839 "4 

This is ſpeaking, plain: Nothing but 
ipeaking plain will reach the Caſe; and 
if I am not plain enough, let the Enemy be 
udge. Methinks the Nation is at this 


ime acting the moſt horrid and moſt inſo- 
Aron to Heaven; the maſt 1 


ent 


- 
4. 
* 
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(8) I 
king and hardeſt to be forgiven Piecę of 
Impiety, that ever was acted by any Peo- 
ple in a National Way, ſitree the | Crs . 
cified the Lord of Life, and entailed che 
Vengeance of their Crime upon them and 
their Heirs for ever.. 2 1 7 

Wo art juſt now under the Ope ation of. © 
the greateſt Deliverance ' that y been 
wrought for the Nation fince the late Re. 
volution; and excepting That, the greateſt 
ſince that of the Gun-Powder Treaſo i 
the Invaſion of the Spaniards in 1588. Our 
Thankſgiving is but in View, even beter L 
the Writing and Publiſhing of theſe Obſer. 
vations ; and the Memory of our Dan 5 


A 
ſeems to have ill left a trembling 
our Hearts. We are every Day tefling qt 
another, how near we were to the Brink of, 
Ruin; hou / inevitable bur Deſtruction; HO 
dark the Cbaſequentes; how paſt the Hope 
of Retrieving, if we hag on once 15 into it 
how, if vue had gone on but a few 1 5 
nay but Weeks, (ſay ſome,) nay, but 8 3 
(ſay others,) and the — ke had, 
overthrown, the Pretender been #1 
us, and the Power put but of e 
ever to have 'rertioved ft. nee en een: 
1 Ty F 
Tie Methods talen by te las hit 
for the Eng us oy Forte to 57 
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(9) 

render, are repreſented by ſome, in ſo lively 
a manner; the Powerful Influence they had 
on the Queen, to engage her in the Deſign, 
and ſome add, that Inclination join'd in the 
Deſign, (tho* nothing of that appear'd :) 
Theſe are the Arguments, (and ris of no 
ſignification to enquire whether the Facts 
are real or not, while they are believed to 
be ſo,) to enhance to us the Value of the 
Deliverance, which we have had from Po- 
pery, and a Popiſh French Pretender. 


They aſſure us, a Tyrannical Admini- 
tration was propoſed, by which the Pro- 
ple ſhould have been ruPd as with a Rod of 
Iron; that an abſolute Subjection ſhould 
have been demanded of the, People; and 
a Foreign Force have been Employ'd to 
ſupport it; That Orders were actually given; 
to diſarm every Man, and turn out from 
the Fleet, Army, Court, and from every 
Commiſſion, the Friends of the Old Mini- 
ſtry, and of the Hanover Succeſſion; That 
the like Orders were iſſuing, to be ſent to 
Ireland, to diſpoſe both the Civil and Mili- 
tary Government into ſuch Hands, as 
ſhould be ſufficiently modell'd for the De- 
ſign; and to have an Iriſh Army ready up- 
on all Occaſions, to back the Deſigns of the 
Men in Power; and fo in either Kingdom, 
the Tyranny mm have been planted at 

on the 


I 


(10) 


the ſame time, and the Branches be ready 


to ſupport one another. 


Theſe Things were imprinted ſtrongly in 


our Minds, and the Apprehenſions of our 
Ruin were ſo great, that it could not be, 


but that we muſt have a laſting Remem- 


brance of the ſudden Turns which Heaven 
gave to all theſe” Things, by the ſurpriſing 
and unexpected Death of the Queen. 


Next to this, the Circumſtances of the 
Deliverance; how effectually every thing 
work'd to the great End which was in our 
View; how not the leaſt Oppofition was 
made to hinder our Deliverance; how eve-. 
ry Enemy ſtood ſilent, looking on, and not 
offering to oppoſe, either diſabled or diſpi- 
rited ; how the Pretender was Land-lock'd 
in Lorrain, in no Condition to offer hiriyſelf ; 
and all the Friends to* his Intereſt here, 
ſtood, as it were, amazd and Confounded; 
had neither Heads to Confult, Hands to 
act, or Feet to move; in a Word, as one 
of the Authors of that Day expreſs'd it, 
not a Dog wagg*d his Tongue at the Re- 


volution that was in view. 


Every thing which could be thought of 
to endear a Providence to à Nation, hap- 


pened on this Occaſion; when the Nation 


had, 
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( II ) 
had, with fo Unanimous a Conſent, Pro- 
claimed, invited over, Congratulated his 
Majeſty, and waited the happy Motion of 
his Court, which being ſo remote, could 
not remove immediately; and upon remo- 
ving, required Time in the Journey, Ha- 
— of the Voyage, Difficulty and Delay of 
Wind and Weather; Heaven itſelf inter po- 
ſed in this, and as the Wind held contrary, 
during all the Time that his Majeſty's At 
fairs requir'd his Stay in Holland, to Con- 
cert with the States, Things needful for the 
Safaty of Britain and for the Peace of Eu- 
rope; and that we might not think long of 
the Stay his Majeſty was oblig'd to make 
there, no ſooner were theſe weighty Af⸗ 
fairs diſpatcl'd, and the King in Readineſs, 
his Baggage and Servants, on Board, but 
immediately blew the faireſt, and glentleſt 
Gale that had been known for many 
Months, and never ceas'd till his Majeſty 
was Landed at Greenwich, and made his 
Voyage ate, eaſie, and pleaſant; and then, 
as if the Weighty Buſineſs was over, the 
ſame Night the Wind chang'd, and came 
fair to carry the Dutch Squadron of Men 
of War, who were his Majeſty's Convoy, 
Home again to their own Country: More 
happy Circumſtances could not betal a Na- 
tion; Heaven anticipated our Prayers, nay, 
even our beſt Wiſhes; and we receiv'd 

B 2 more 


„ 
more Bleſſings than we could think of 


asking. 
: 4 . 


To bring out Obſervation home with 


the more Force and give the greater Weight 
to the Argument to be drawn from hence, 
it is needful to obſerve, that thoſe happy 
Circumſtances werenot only viſible, and the 
Hand of Heaven apparent, in Aid of the 
King's peaceable Acceſſion, but the Nation 
generally receiv'd it with a due affecting 
Senſe of the Goodneſs of Providence: 
Thoſe People who had leaſt of Religion in 
them, (excepting only ſuch as had none at 
all,) acknowledg'd openly, that Heaven ap- 
pear'd in it, and nothing but a harden'd 


Atheiſt, that will aſcribe nothing to a ſu- 


periour Hand, could oppoſe the Conviction 


of it; every one lifted up his Hands and Eyes, 


and confe(s'd, that Heaven had taken the 
Work into into its own Hand. 


We ſee this in the numerous Addreſſes 
from all Parts of the Nation; eſpecially 


tuch of them as thought it worth whule to 
take any notice of God or Religion in their 


Addreſſes: The viſible Effects of a ſingular 
Providence were ſuch, and the Hand of 
Heaven was ſo plain in many Particulars, 
that they muit have expos'd themſelves, if 
they had not taken notice thereof. 8 

ö - 


—— 


75 
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Ihe Norfolk Diſenters in their Addreſs, 
have theſe Expreſſions :. © A ſurprizing and 
* © adorable Providence, in which we behold 
dat once, the Reſtleſs Endeavours of your 


c 


© Majeſty's Enemies, as well as to thoſe of 
\< the: Conſtitution, diſappointed; and our 
if melancholly but juſt Fears, in anſwer, we 
doubt not, to many ſincere and fervent 
Prayers, effectually blown over. 
3 (VF-of QS i11M11-;-38 EIB \;-15.2 
b When the Commiſſioners from the 
Church of Scotland waited on his Majeſty, 
Mr. Caftarrs, Principal of the College of 
j Edinburgh, who appear'd at the Head of the 
Commiſſion, made a Speech to his Maje- 
ſty, in which he calls his Majeſty's Acceſſi- 
on to the Throne, A remarkable Event, in 
/ which divine Goodneſs to theſe Nations, and 
o all the. Proteſtant Churches, did ſignally 
 appear:-He adds, that they are appointed 
_ by the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly 
to teſtify the deep and thankful Senſe they 
© have of the Mercy of the God of Heaven, 
in bringing, &c. 


In our Fits of Devotion, Thanks was 
render'd to Heaven in publick, by the Mi- 
niſters and Preachers of every Sect and Sort, 
every Church, whether National or ſepa- 
rate; And it will appear in the Sequel of 
our Obſervations, too evident to be deny'd, 
| that 


(14) 

that God has'been egregiouſly mocked ma- 
ny Ways at once: Whether their Expreſſi- 
ons proeeded from their Hearts, or only 
from an out ward Show, to amuſe the Peo- 
ple (cho Charity requires us to believe the 
former, rather than the latter) is foreign 
to my preſent Purpoſe to enquire here. 

As then there are ſo many Exidences a- 
gainſt our ſelves, on God's Part, and ſo ma- 
ny Acknowledgments of the Senſe the Na- 
tion had at firſt of it upon their Minds, on 
our Part; it muſt be very ſtrange to thoſe 
who obſerve it, and very provoking to that 
Power who brought all this to pals, that theſe 
Things can ſo ſoon, not only paſs over, but 
that all Senſe of the Divine Goodneſs, 


O lately acknowledg'd, ſhould ſo eminently 


decay and ſink in the Nation, and ſuch ex- 
tra vagant Steps ſhould be already taken, 
in order to make our Contempt of God, as 
publick and notorious as poſſi ble, that 
we may not only render ourſelves as un- 

rateful to our Deliverer as we can, 
Fic that ſuch eminent Affronts may be 
put upon the Majeſty of Heaven, as 
teſtify, that we are reſolv?d. not to pro- 
voke him at a common Rate, but to tell 


him to his Face, that whatever might 
be done or ſaid; a few officious Tanatick © 


and flattering Preslyteriaus, whoſe Brains 
7 Were 
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% (C25) 
were turn'd with the Surpriſe of having 


- Þ the Queen into her Grave, and her 
- © late Miniftry out of Power, of which 


they had began almoſt to deſpair, yet the 
- Nobility and Gentry, who wers the In- 
& ftruments in the Work of bringing over 
2 the King, entertain'd no fuch Whimſical 
* Notions, nor were they to be ſurfeited 
with the Canting and Whining of the Par: 


- _ ſons and the Preachers, but that on the cons 
- 2 trary, they knew» well enough, that tl 

were Maſters of the Kingdom now, and 
2 © out of Danger of their Enemies, and that 
e now was their Time to rejoyce and be mer. 
try. Beſides, as was ſaid by 4 noted 1 
e | « What, if Heaven had done it for them! 
t hat then ? Had not they kept a Day of 
„ „ Thankſgiving? And mult they be always 
y 4 « whining and finging ? They had faid 


© Grace, and return'd Thanks, what could 


„ they do more? b 

t ; Theſe and many more prophane Speeches, 
- We meet with daily from a Sett of Men, 
„ _ Who are unwilling to be told of the Exceſſes 
e which they are running into, and which 
s the Nation are running into by their Ex- 
= ample; but they ſhall be anſwer'd and ex- 
pos d before I diſmiſs the Subject. There 
t lies but one Difficulty in the Way of what 
z to be ſaid upon this Matter, that is, how 
Ss © ſhall we do to avoid the Cenſure of _ 
0 =. ; 1 AT” | wno 


(16) 
who will have every Complaint that is 
made of the great Ones now in Power, to 
be an Attack upon the Government: Ala! 
This Argument is as remote from Jacubi- 


tiſm, as it is from Judaiſm: The Iteteſt 
of the Pretender is no more conterrfd in 
this Subject, than the Intereſt of the Cr 
of Muſcouy; and it is very unjuſt}? that 
Vice ſhould not be reprov'd, and the Peo- 
ple of Great-Britzin' be warned againſt 
running headlong into open Prophaneſs 
and Debauchery, without Danger of tile 
Pretender, and a Charge of being an Ene- 
my to the Government. Muſt nothing 
but national Immortality keep out the Pre- 
tender! It would be the greateſt Scandal 
that could be rais'd upon the New Mini- 
ſters of State, nay upon the Revolution 
Principle, and the Hanover Succeſſion, to 
have it faid, that they were only tobeſup- 7 
ported by deſtroying our Morals, ande at 
the Nation muſt be let looſe to all manner 
pf Vice, in order to keep out the Preten- 
de. % wiinh eee, MN 
On the contrary, it would be expoſiag of 
the new Miniſters of State to the utmoſt 
Contempt imaginable; nor are their Enemies 
backward to make their Advantage of it; 
the Writer of the e. N A 
Advice to the "Freebolders' &c. fr Wm 
no le Reward than a Thouſan$/Pound is 
ofter'd, makes infinite boaſts of the Immo 
01% | rality 


5 4 — but 
ven Rehgion itſelf, will T Danger? 


$889 
rality and Irreligion of the Men in Power, 
and from thence ſtrongly argues the Dan. 
ger of the Church: He carries his RefleQti- 


. any an ws 15 Length, and Challenges 
N 1 7 offering to give up his Cauſe, 
if one Man 


be found a 
2 ſtaken, and believe, I Bt anſwer the 
- Challen - ah caſe, but this is not the 
> Caſe; Inference is pungent and 
plain, That if the Managers of Publick Af. 
Hair, abandon themſelves to Crime, baniſh 
a a Senſe of Religion, and * their 
Characters with à Contempt of Religion, 
4 = by Foe e Example 2 ng the 
t 


of Principle, 12 of Piety, can 
them. pe he is mi- 


do the ſame; who {hall 
Church of England, nay, e- 


| L Ic i true, That His Majelty being yet a 


ger among his People, may not ſee 


> theſe Thin „, ſo plain, as it is to be hop'd 
he will; add whereas we know the Kin 
is of ſteady Principles himſelf, and reſolv? 
to Encourage Vertue and true Piety in the 
Nation, we therefore ſay, the Church is 
Y not, ne 
is moſt certa 

EF come to be, K 


ither. can be in Danger; becauſe it 

„ that when theſe Thin 
wn to him, and he ſhall 165 
ncouragement, and What Ex- 


from w 


amples the Youth of his Kingdom are led, 


C or 


(18) 


or rather hurried into, all manner of Wick- 
edneſo, he will, no doubt, Reſent it, and 


diſmiſs ſuch Men from his Favour, and do 
Juſtice for the King of Kings b. flling 97 
their Plates, with Men fecring Goa, a; 1 
hating Covetouſneſs. Nor is the Wildon | 
Juſtice of the King, an inſufficient Security 
to the Church, as being what next, inder 
God, the People of England may, 


he Feop may, and ds 
rely upon in this Caſe; for Pious and ſuft 9 


Princes have, in all A es, b n the Support 
of the Church of God, ane have been al“ 
ways ready, to Defend her againſt the 
Invaſions of all her Enemies, eſpecially 
thoſe Enemies we are now ſpeaking | of, 
viz. The Vices and Immoralities of the 
Great Men, and Men of Power. 

Theſe ſeem to be the eſpecial Charge 
of the King, properly ſpeaking : The Habits 
of Vice which grow among the People, and 
which ſpread through their 151058 Pra- 
ctice, as a Contagious Diſeaſe ſpteads from 
one to another; this, I ſay, is the proper 
Province of the Law, and the inferior Ma- 
giſtrates are to ſee Juſtice done in thoſe 
Caſes; but the Debaucheries of Great Men, 
brings them immediately under the Notice 
of the Sovereign, and he cannof fall of Oe 
calion, both to Reprehend heb ew his 
Piſlike of their Immoralities, atid'he' has 
CE-S1-813-04 E104 35 7 n ſeveral 


a #Y 159 >. 2 


4 ; ( 19 . | 
2 1 ſeveral peculiar, Ways. to Diſcourage. them 
9 ®8 in the purſuit thereoh, eſpecial y by bis Ex- 


3 3 Forer e If I. e AMA 
| n in 4 A 
For cee Reaſons iti cha Church 


| be,zuGly ſaid co be in Danger from 
1 

f 1 nige 6 but the Church 2 at all 
5 ic debt te, tbete Men for, it j her Safety 
les in the, Mertue of the, Ring. Were it not 
! for chi it mug be conlels f, chat the Vi- 
f ces of the Nghility have a natural Lenden- 
Cy * tbemſel bet, o overthrow. both'Church 
; and State ;; and it is Vain or Men to fay, 
We ate trugitothe Privefant;Succeſion, we 
are Enemies 0 ther Pretexdtr if they are, 
at the ſamę. Time, voich of Religion, aban- 
don d to Inmggality,. pteß'd to Debauch 
ö the Moralspfxhe People, they are Enęmies 
God ʒ and it muſt be granted, That over- 
ball ances all the Merits.of their being Ene: 
4 mies to the Pretender. No Church can be 
out of Panger in the Hands of thoſe, who 


" at againſt the Intereſt of God and gy 
. on in the World. 


i E The fm'd Writer of the Tattlers: and 
i Spectators! is an eminent Example of the 
- Caſe naw in Debate, and let the beſt of 
Bis Eloquence Defend it, if he is able; his 

F enius, Humour and Learning are Inimi- 
table. He recommended himſelf to every 
C 2 Degree 
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(20) 
Degree and Capacity. It was a Refle- 
ction on a Man's Underſtanding, to de- 
tract from his Character; and the bright 


| 0 x 
Practice, or in his W. 


ever employed before, - © © 


In this he has aſſiſted to Debauek the Mo- 
rals of the People, eſpecially about the Court, 
more than all the Regulations of Conduct, 
owing to his other Writings, can ballance; 
and indeed he ſurfeited good Men, even on 
"75 pgs © | = | the 
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(21) 
the reſt of his Writings, and cauſed his Pa- 
perexttedingly to decline, by making it 
Works a meer Abridgment of the Play. 


Houſe, à Comphment upon the Perfor- 


mantb; and in ſhort, a Broker to the Actors. 
u Bla- 8 en 


Here, What he pleasd to mention, Was 
ever admir'd; and for the Spectator to give 
a good Word to a Play, was to fill the 
Houſe; In proceſs of Time, his Name was 
put tothe Prologue and Epilogue, to puſh 


2 Play into the World; and for a grave Per- 


ſon, ihan Antick Dreſs, with a Comick Gra- 


vity, to ſit in a Box, and ſuppos'd, tho? but 


- 
- 


» 


in Panter, to be the Spectator, was ſufficient 
do draw the whole Town to the Theatre. 


By theſe Things, it is not to be imagin- 
t 8 iwfar Number of People, from City and 
Country, (who could Entertain themſelves 
befbre, with Innocent Diverſion, and good 

Company, and had no Opinion of the Pay- 


Houfes, j were drawn in by Crow ds, to fol- 


low the Stage; and Plays were repreſented 
in ſuch a Manner, in ſo many Particulars, 
as that it was not doubted, but the Stage 
| wook go tarthef to ſettle our Vertue than 
the Pulpit, and we ſhould be Play'd out of 
Vice and Prophaneſs, Tooner than Preach'd 
out of ir. God forbid we ſhould have no 
berter Arguments az4inft the Danger of the 
3 | Charch, 


(22) 


Church, than what may be drawn from 


theſe Maxims. : | 
From theſe beginnings, ( ſuch was the 
Witchcraft of his Borſwaſiong, ) the preſent 
Humour of the Town, in their flocking to 
the Stage, took their riſe, and an innume- 
rable Crowd of Italian Actors flock'd daily 
over to London; and for a Teſt of the advan- 
ces in Vertue and Piety, theſe would Inſpire 
us with the moſt Celebrated Play; and That 
which ſeized the Humour of the Town 
with an Irreſiſtible Magick, was particu- 
larly Eminent for recommending the Ver- 
tue of Self- Murther, to the Practice of a 
Chriſtian Country, and exalting the Cha- 
rater of Cato as an inimitable Hero, Who 
laid violent Hands upon himſelf tè pre- 


ſerve his Liberty, when he ought, would 


he have been a Pattern of Vertue and Gal- 
lantry, with the Bravery of a true Hero, 


never to have abandon'd the Liberty of his 


Country, which he Notoriouſly did, but 


to have fought for it to the laſt Gaſp; and 
according to that truly Heroick Expreſſion 7 
of King William, mentioned by Sir Milli- 
am Temple, Have dy'd in the laſt Ditch, To 
bring this back to the Thing, for which it 
was mentioned, it muſt be acknowledged, 
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that this Recommending the Stage by the 
Writer of the Spectator, has had a fatal Ef- 
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* Play-Houſes Univerſal, is left to common 
Obſervation. 1 


(23) 


i fect upon the People of this Kingdom, and 
eſpecially on the Court and City; and how 


far Circumſtances have concurr*d ſince that, 


* to make this Humour of following the 


It is true, the Queen, upon many Occa- 


fions, did not fall in with che Humour; 


Her Majeſty was a Pattern of Vertue, and 
of ſtrict Piety, and gave no Encourage- 
ment to the Vices of her People, eſpecially 


by her own Example; but on the contra- 


ry, embrac'd, with Chearfulneſs, every 
Occaſion of reſtraining the Excurſions of 
others, and ſhewing her Diſlike of the A- 


theiſm, Prophaneneſs, Immoralities and De- 


 baucheries of her Subjects: Hence we found 
buy 


t growing Lay-Stall of Lewdneſs and 


Filthineſs, calPd May- Fair, ſuppreſs'd by 
ber eſpecial Command; all the private 
Play-Houſes, which uſed to be Built there, 
Were forbidden; the like was done at Bar- 


\ » tholomew-Fair and Southwark- Fair, all theſe 


were ſuppreſs'd in her Reign; nor could all 
the Solicitations of her Ladies, and the Re- 
commendations by Mr. Steel of this or that 
Play, or part of a Play, prevail upon Her 
Majeſty once to oblige them, or give En- * 
couragement to any of her Subjects to fol- 
low, or Viſit them by her Example. 
5 a. | Cuſtom 


| (24) 3 
Cuſtom may have made theſe Things 
leſs ſcandalous abroad than here; and per- 


haps His Majeſty, and the Royal Family, 


who ſee the Torrent of the Peoples Hu- 
mours, and not yet being fully informed of 
the fatal Conſequences of Play-Houſes to 
the People of Great Britain, have not 

et thought fit to ſhew that Diflike and 
2 of their Behaviour, which in 
Time, the Players, and Hunters of Play- 
Houſes alſo, will give them Cauſe to do. 


Vet even already, we find, His Majeſty | 


has been obliged to give ſtrict Orders that 
all offenſive Expreffions ſhall be carefully 
Cenſur'd, and taken out of them. Time, 
no doubt, will ſhew, that not the Lewd. 
neſs of Words only will be needful to be 
expung'd from the Play-Houſes, but when 
the People ſhall, by their Exceſſes (for the 
Engliſh purſue no Vice with Moderation) con- 
vince the King and Royal Family, that 
the Play-Houſes are the Receptacles of 
the Scandalous, the Neſts of Rakes, Bul- 
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lies, &c. that Fightings, Whorings, Mur- 


thers, are the common Practice of theſe 


Places; that the Plays grow Lewd in ſpight 


of Laws and Regulations, the Players ſcan- 
dalous and Lawleſs, and in ſhort, that the 
Youth of the Kingdom receive there a ge- 


neral Tncure of Debauchery, and Wick- 


edneſs, 


( 25) 

edneſs, when His Majeſty ſhall be told, 
that it was ſo in King Charles IId's Time, 
and that 173 Murthers and Duels were 
committed and occalion'd at the ſeve- 
ral Play-Houſes, on Quarrels commenc'd 
there; within 19 Years of that Reign ; and 
that great Progreſs is already made in the 
like Miſchief, upon this new Encreaſe of 
the People's Humour to follow thoſe Play- 
Houfes: I ſay, when His Majeſty ſhall be 
rightly and fully inform'd of theſe Things, 
there is no Queſtion but his Zeal for Reli- 
gion, and Concern for the Good of his 
People, will move him to put an effectual 
Stop to this growing Evil, and let the 
Nation know, that it is their Reformation, 
not their univerſal Deſtruction that is che 
Thing deſired by him; and that he can by 
no means gratify them in a Liberty ſo fatal 
to themſelves as this will be. ä 
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It is no III. will to the Writer of the 
Spectator, that occafions this Remark: 
Whether it is juſt or not, it is left, I ſay, to 
common Obſervation ; and if juſt, I think 
it muſt be granted, that is more than ne- 
ceſſary to mention it, that thoſe People 
may ſee how eaſily, and by what in- 
ſenſible Degree they are drawn to a gene- 
ral Defection of Vertue, and to follow a 
Practice, which in time will be the Ruin, 
D not 
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not of the Church only, but even of Reli- 


gion it ſelf in the Nation. 


The Appendices to this Step of Debau- 


chery, ſuch as Maſquerades, Balls, Maſick- 


Meetings, and all the Publick Reſorts for 


. Diverſion, which are the Conſequences of 


the prefent Joy, is the Humour of the 
Court ; which, - however Lawful in them- 
ſelves, have much to be ſaid againſt them, 
as they are Handles and IntroduCtions to a 
general Levity, a Laxneſs and Reſtraint 
of Vertue, and the juſt Government of the 
People's Morals ; but I am warn'd againſt 
touching theſe Things, that I may not in- 
cur the Diſpleaſure of the Government, 
and be thought to look awry at the K 


This is a Snare which attends all At- 
tempts of this Nature ; but there ſhall be 


no room to take this Advantage: This is 


not a Subject which will lead to giving 
Characters; nor is Panegyrick upon the 
King the Duty here, any more than Sa- 
tyr, is the Crime of this Work : The King 
is, for ought I know, All, in this Caſe, that 
a wiſe Prince ought to be, and that a good 
Man ought ; but the King ſhall be to the 
Nation what God and we our felves make 
him to be. | 
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If we encourage one another in Vertue, 


y Piety, and Religion towards God, and Af- 


fection and Duty to His Majeſty, we make 
him what I believe he will delight to be, 
vix. à Happy and a Glorious King, over a 
Reform'd and Civiliz?'d Nation, and God 
will bleſs his Government to us, and make 
us a Crown anda Glory to him. 


If we run headlong into Vice, abandon 
our ſelves to Crime, and become a degene- 
rate, debauch'd, and unruly People, God 


may make the King a Scourge in his Hand, 


to execute his Anger, and we ſhall make 
our ſelves an uncomfortable Nation to him, 


as we were to a great King before him; and 


1 


as this ſhall be none of his Fault, ſo Hea- 
ven ſhall take him away in Judgment, and 
make up abundantly the Shortneſs of 
his Reign, by a Crown compleatly Glo- 
rious, where the Abominations of a 
Wicked People ſhall be no more an fflicti- 
on to him. 


Neither let any ſuggeſt, that this Charge 
of the Debauchery of the Age, is a Re- 
flection upon the King, or upon the Royal 
Family, nothing is more remote from the 


View of theſe Sheets, or from the Deſign 


of the Writer. The King had no de- 
bauch'd Court before he came hither, why 
D 2 ſhould 


(28) 
ſhould any be forward to have one here? Or, 
Why give any Encouragement to it? The 
Character his Majeſty has born in the 
World, will not admit ſuch a Thought; 
and beſides this we may ſee, and are able 
to ſay both; who ſowed the Seed, and who 
makes it to grow; our Hope is iu the King, 
that his Majeſty, When he ſees the Fruit, 
will be juſtly provoked to pluck up the 


whole Plantation by. the Roots, as 4 Plant 


which his Heavenly Father bath not planted, 


Return we now to the merciful Hand 
of Providence, in the Acceſſion of the 
King to the Throne; how ſenſible we were 
of it, what Thankſgivings we made for it, 
and how freely we acknowledg'd the Hand 
of Heaven in it: Let thoſe who have any Re- 
membrance of theſe Things, look now back · 
ward, and {ee what Connexion there is be- 
tween the Temper of the Nation then, 
and their Temper now. They ſung his 
Praiſe, they ſoon forgat his Works. . 


Teſterday in Terrors and Frights at the 
diſmal Proſpects of Popery, and the Appre- 
henſions of the Pretender: To Day, perfectly 
Sate, Eaſy, and Quiet ; and makes good the 
Motto of the King, given atthe late Call of 
Serjeants at Law, omnia Tuta vides, per- 
fectly Deliver d; the very Name of the 

| | Pretender 
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Pretender forgotten, not any Notice taken 
of him, or Enquiry of him, where he re. 
ſides, or whether he removes, how near 
he comes, or how far off he goes, any more 
than if there were no ſuch Man under Hea- 
veni Come on a Step farther ; To Day in 
Extaſies and Tranſports of Thanks to Hea- 
-ven for Deliverance, lifting up our Hands 
with a Senſe of the Divine Protection, 
and mixing our Acknowledgments to the 
*King, with repeated Teſtimonies to Hea- 
ven, aſcribing it all to God, by whom Kings 
Reign, and the like; To Morrow forget- 
ting God, and running Headlong to 
the Devil, turning our Exceſs of Joy for 
our Deliverance, to an Exceſs of Riot, Gaye- 
ty, Balls, Plays, Masks, Revels, Drunken- 
meſs and Debauchery ; building New Thea. - 
tres, enticing the People to be as Wicked 
as poſſible, and giving them all the En- 
couragement that the Examples, of thoſe 
who ought to Reſtrain and Puniſh them, 
is capable of giving. Do he thus Reguite the 
Lord, your Maker, O fooliſh People and un- 


I hat this is the Caſe of our Men nom call d 
Great, let him deny, that can deny it; 
it is neceſſary to be plain; if theſe are Cour- 
tiers, then theſe Courtiers are wicked Men, 
*Inftrumengs of Hell, employ'd by Sa—n 
6 | Ws 


(30) 


to Ruin the Morals of the People, and Ru- 


in the Nation: The Courtiers may be Men 
who do the Publick Buſineſs, Manage for 
the Civil Advantage, Support the Conſti- 


tution, keep up the Intereſt of their Coun- 
try Abroad in Alliances, ec. But none can 
ſay they area Sett of Religious Courtiers ; 
the Fears of the Pretender may vaniſh, but 
the Fears of Debauchery encreaſes, and 
this may, in the End, be as Fatal to us as 
the other : One betrays us to Popery, the 
other to Immorality ; this to the Tyranny 
of the French, that to the Tyranny of the 
Devil; this will make us Slaves for this 
World, that forever ; and we only change 
one Danger for another. 


The Deſign of this is to give the Alarm 
to our Governours, that they may ſtop 
this Miſchief in, Time ; that this Fire may 


be quench'd in its firſt breaking out, before 
it burn into the Centre of our Conſtitution, | 
(I mean our Religious Conſtitution ;) for 
Debauchery and Prophaneſs is a Fire that 


Re nn ia ut - 


will conſume the Vitals of Religion, and 


will, in the End, overthrow the very 


us, 


Name of a Church or of Religion among 4 
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This is the effectual Way to convince 
the greateſt Enemy, that the Church is 

not in danger, when the Men in Power 
i- ſhall recommend Vertue, Piety, and Re- 
ligion by their on Example, and apply 
themſelves diligently and vigorouſly to 
; © ſuppreſs the growing Vices of the Age, to 
it © diſcourage Prophaneſs and Immorality, 
d and to pull down the Seminaries of Hell 
is the Play-Houſes, the Maſquerades, and 
e _ Revellings, which they ſee the People En- 
y tertain with ſuch a Guſt, that nothing 
e © can be fo wicked, that is not to be expect- 
's ed from them. 


Ee. 

f * This Tract might deſcend to the Parti- 
1 culars ok thoſe Criminal Steps lately taken 
| in theſe Things, and of which, general No- 


tice is taken already ; and it may not be un- 
neceſſary to ſay ſomething of it. 
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I) he Caſeofthe Theatre and Play-Houſes 
has been mention'd; the Encreaſe of them 
is but too well known, and the Eagerneſs 
> with which they are too often follow'd by 
the People, is alſo known, and cannot be 
repeated without Horror: Thoſe Families 
whoſe Sons and Daughters begin to ſhew 
their Play-Houſe breeding already, in their 
= Converſation, are known, and begin to be 
2 diſtinguiſt*d among us: The Vertue of [cm 
i Ladies 
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Ladies, and the Characters of the Youn 

Men, grow flagrant already; and thoſe 
whoremember the Days of Charles II. 
when the Iniquity of the Court ſeem'd to be 
come to a height, and their, Cup to be full, 
cannot but ſee Things running the fame 
Way, as to Morals, and the Nation running 
headlong to the ſame Vengeance. 


he next Step advaric'd at Court, is ſaid 


to be Gaming: The laft French Prints for 
the Foreign Nations, (proclaim loudly our 


Shame) give this Account: Such a Night 
there was a great Maſquerade at S———t . 


Houſe, which continued till two a Clock in 
the Morning. Likewiſe, 4 great Company 
met at the Play, and great Summe of Money 
were won by —— of ſome Perſons of Quali- 
ty. | Ty | 


Gaming - Houſes have always been ef: 
teerned Grievances, and ſuch, as by the 
Laws, are to be puniſh'd and ſuppreſs d, 


as they are the omar e, of Thieves, 
Sharpers, and the worlt ſort of Pick-pockets, 
the Gameſters ; they are the Ruin of our 


Younger Gentry, who frequently play. 
away their Eſtates, before the Reverſion 


falls, and commence Beggars, even before 
they come to be Men. F 


But 
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But if this Evil begins where its Puniſh- 
ment ſhould begin; if the Heads of the 
Nation are Encouragers of a Vice, which 
for the Sake of Poſterity they ought to ſup- 
preſs with all their Might; I fay, if the 
Court ſhews this dreadful Example, Where 
ſhall it end? And to what Exceſſes will it 
not run? This, I conceive, may be juſtly 
called Debauching the People; for it is in- 
viting and leading them, as.it were by the 
Hand, into thoſe very Things from which 
they ſhould be reſtrain'd, and for which 
they are liable to be puniſh'd. 


Gaming is a degree of Debauchery, not 
meerly in itſelf, but becauſe it 1s attended 
with ſuch Circumſtances, as are Ruinous 


to the Eſtates, Families, and Principles of 


the People; the laſt, eſpecially, denomi- 
nates it to be a Debauchery ; it ſeizes upon 
the Soul, it makes the Mind V oracious, and 
creates a War of Avarice among Gentlemen, 
that they gape and ſtruggle for the Eſtates 
and Patrimonies of one another's Families ; 
drt in wait to ſurprize, to ſnatch and rend 
very Bread out of one another's Mouths : 
Two Men Gaming, are like two Generals 
in the Field; Endeavouring, Marching, 
Counter-marching, K lay ing l 
ine- 
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Mining,, Caunter- mining, and fuſing all 
Means pallble; to deſtroy one another. 


: TEE: n 

This makes the Crime of Gaming qut of 
Queſtion: It is true, Men ſay, they play 
fair: I ſhall nog enter upon that Point, or 
the other, of the Lawfulneſs of Play in it- 


ſelf: Tho? chat part were to be granted, 
yet the making it a National Habit, is at- 


tended with ſuch Circumſtances, as render 
it one of the worſt of National Debauche- 
ries; and this is the Caſe before us. 


Maſqueradings, Bal Is, Dancings, Kc. 


theſe are not, as to their Lawtulneſs, the 
Subject of the preſent Diſpute; but the 


Complaint is, that a gay Court is the In- 


troduction to a gay Age, a Luxurious Hu- 
mour ſpreading among the People; and 
which is the Foundation of an infinite Ex- 
ceſs, a meer Inundation of Vice: This is 
what alt wiſe Governours ſtudiouſly avoid, 
and ſeek to Diſcourage as much as poſſible, 
in the People who they govern. 5 
94 Y fed Þ 3 
Proclamations to ſuppreſs Vice and Im- 
morality, will have but ſmall Effect, while 


the Court ſhews a contrary Example. If 


the Courtiers go from the Thankſgiving 
Sermon to the Flay-Houle, the Government 
e 5 may 
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may depend, that the Common People 
will do that, and worſe ; leading Patterns 
in leading Perſons, are fatal Examples, be- 
cauſe ſo readily follow'd : The People, be- 
ſides their aptneſs to follow their Leaders, 
have a natural Propenſity to Vice; and as 
on the one Hand, they ne& Laws to re- 
ſtrain them, ſo, on the other Hand, tis 
plain, they need no prompting to Vice; if 
they did, the Reſtraint of the Las againſt 
Vice would be uſeleſs: If then, an Evil Ex- 
ample is ſet before them by the Great Ones, 
they will run faſter than they arè led, and 
Vice, like an Inundation, will overſpread 
NETS A 


This is no Perſonal Satyr, it is far from 
the Deſign: The Perſans Employ'd by his 
Majeſty, are Perſons ſufficiently capable to 
do the publick Buſineſs, perhaps as well, as 
any that ever went before them; and I be- 
2 lieve they deſign to do every Thing that is 
Right and Juſt, for the ſettling Things up- 
on the Foundation of Liberty and Juſtice ; 
but this does not reach the Caſe of Religion 
or Morality ; They may be good Men for 

the Conſtitution, and bad Men for the Re- 
formation of our Manners. | 


E ü 2 We 


3 
We have a glorious Court, excellent 
Princes, a Wiſe and ſagacious Miniſtry, but 
we cannot ſay we have a Religious C—r, 


or Miniſtry; the Conduct of ſundry Perſons, 


of Diſtinction, tho' inferior to the Royal 
Family, tends manifeſtly to a Practice which 
will be fatal to the Nation's Morals, if not 
17 1 Reſtrain'd by their Rulers, or Recti- 


ſ] 
y'd by themſelves. 


The inordinate frequenting of Play- 
Houſes, ſets all the gay People a-gog, as we 
call it, and 1n a little time may reduce us to 
a Neceſſity of Building Theatres faſter 
than Churches, as they are already much 


more Magnificent. 


Alas, how 1s all the Reformation of this 
kind, which began with the Revolution, 
and went on, till the Players were almoſt 
Ruin'd for want of Buſineſs! I ſay, how is 
it all unravePd in three Months, and the 


Play-Houſes arriv'd to a greater degree of 


Grandeur and Worth, than ever they were 


in King Charles IId's Time! To what a 


height will theſe Men come in a few Years 
more! and how ſhall we ſee Play-Houſes, 


Booths, itinerate Comedians, ſpread them- 
ſelves over the whole Nation, as it was in 


No 


King Charles II. Time. 
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(37) 


Ne queſtion when his Majeſty comes to 
know the Genius of theſe People better, he 
will ſee the Evil of this; he will ſee how 
dangerous a thing it is to give them the leaſt 
Looſe to Vice, or any kind of Encourage- 
ment to the Gratification of their wicked 
Inclination to ruinous Pleaſures ; he will ſee, 
that following Corrupt Examples, is the 
Reigning predominant Humour of the Peo- 


ple; and he that would make them happy, 


muſt act ſome legal Violence with them, as 
to their Immoralities ; nor will the People 
love him the worſe, but the better ; for tho? 
they like the not the Puniſhment, yet they 
will own Juſtice of it, and that it ought 


to be inflicted on them. 


It is Remarkable in the Country, that 
no Severity againſt Real Crimes, ever made 


the People uneaſie with their King ; but 
> indulging them in it has often done it: Here 


are ſevere Laws in force againſt breaking 


or prophaning the Sabbat h-Day, tho? the 
People are Negligent enough in the Thing, 
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yet you never find them Quarrelling at the 
Law, or repining if they are puniſhed; 


they know they deſervet he Puniſhment,and 


that they ought not to commit the Crime ; 


but on the other Hand, w hen the Declara- 
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4 
tion of Sports, &c. Licenſing Diverſions 
and Recreations on that Day, was publiſh'd, 
they univerſally diſlik d that, as a Crime 


they did not care to commit. 


Thoſe who wiſh beſt to the preſent Go- 
vernment, are the Perſons who look on theſe 


Things with moſt Concern. 


FINIS 


428. 


8 | Juſt Publiſh'd, 
| A Epiſtle from One of the Peo- 


ple call'd 5 wat to Thomas Bradbury, 
> Ra Dealer in many Words. kth.» 


Urnet _ Bradbury : Or, The Confede- 
racy of the Preſs and the Pulpit.: he 
Blood af ch Laſt Mini".ry. h 515 8 
Emoirs of the Conduct of Her Late 
Majeſty and Het Laſt Miniſfry, Rela- 
ting to the Separate Peace with France. By 
the Right Honourable the Counteſs of 
T E Secret Hiſtory of State-Intrigues 
in the Management of the Scepter, in 
the late Reign. 
| HE Candidates: Being a Detection of 
| the Bribery and Corruption that has been 
Practiſed all over Great Britain, in order to 
make Members of Parliament. Humbly re- 
commended to all thoſe who have been keep- 
ing their Chriſtmas at the Expence of their 
Repreſentatives. | They that will buy, will ſell.) 
Price One Shilling. 
N H E Secret Hiſtory of the Secret Hiſtory 
1 of the White Staff, Purſe and Mitre. 
Written by a Perſon of Honour. Price 6 d. 
| HE Proteſtant Jubilee: A Thankſ- 
| giving-Sermon on that Doubly Re- 
+ markable Day The Twentieth of January. Ap- 
[pointed for Celebrating the Praiſes of God, 
for our Wonderful Deliverance, by the Hap- 
Acceſſion of His moſt Gracious Majeſty 
ing George to the Throne of Great Britain, 
When we were juſt at the Brink of Ruin. 
And it came to paſs the ſelf-ſame Day, Exod. 
„ 3 | 


An ſold by S. Kemarn at the Printing-Preſs in 
= Pater-Neſter-Row. 1715. | 
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